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Letter from Chief Executive Officer

It is an honor to share with you our Annual Report for 2017. We thank
God for His continual faithfulness in allowing us the privilege to do
the work we are called to do. And we want to sincerely thank all our
employees, partners, and volunteers who have often sacrificed so
much in order that ZOE could continue to reach people and rescue
children.
2017 was a year of continual growth and effectiveness.
Our work in Thailand continues to grow and expand. We celebrated
our 10th graduation class in our Leadership Training School. Today,
many pastors, evangelists, child-care workers, and business people,
who are alumni of our school, are influencing Thailand and other
nations with their leadership. Thousands of people have come to
faith in Christ through the outreaches and testimonies of our students
and graduates. Our new 40,000 square foot Child Rescue Center
is operational. We celebrated a grand opening with our funding
partner, Life Outreach International. Thank you LOI and all your
partners who have such big hearts for hurting children. Children’s
lives will never be the same because of you. And thanks to our ZOE
partners who contributed so much to this building which will enable
us to help end child trafficking in Thailand. We now have better tools
for trauma-informed care, education, vocational training, and life
skills preparation.
We expanded our ministry in Japan! From the beginning of ZOE, our
American missionary, Joy Tani, has done an outstanding job reaching
children with the Gospel through her “Joy Clubs” English interactive
learning program. This year, we added 2 more Japanese national
staff to begin Child Trafficking Prevention in Japan.
We opened up ZOE Mexico this year! Human trafficking is a
big problem in Mexico and ZOE is committed to be a part of
the solution. We will start this by doing prevention training and
equipping the citizens of Mexico with tools to prevent child
trafficking. We have already had a great response and welcome from
the government of Mexico.

This year we added some more amazing staff in ZOE USA. Our future
Los Angeles youth home is being prepared by champions in the field.
They have the heart and the skills to make a huge difference in the
lives of CSEC (Commercially Sexually Exploited Children).
We really appreciate all our staff, missionaries, volunteers, and
financial partners. You are the “secret sauce” that has made ZOE
“sizzle.” We could not do this without you. We look forward to 2018
and beyond. The opportunities before us are greater than our ability
to meet them. We will need more people to help us scale into the
future. Thank you for riding along with us on this miraculous journey!
Sincerely,

Michael R. Hart, CEO

Carol Hart, President

our MISSION
Reaching every person.
Rescuing every child.
ZOE is a Christian organization with the mission to bring the Good News of
Jesus Christ and to make disciples of the unreached people of the world and
to demonstrate God’s compassion through rescuing and caring for orphans
and children from human trafficking.

“

our HISTORY
ZOE is the Greek word for “LIfe”

ZOE International, like so many other U.S. non-profit 501(c)3 organizations, began as a simple idea of hope. Michael and Carol Hart, ZOE’s
founders, never imagined that their passion to help others would grow into the life-changing entity that ZOE is today.
Michael has his Bachelor’s degree in Business and his Masters in Education and both have bible school and foreign missions training; before
2002, they were living as successful entrepreneurs running a motion picture related industry business. In the summer of 2002 the Harts
learned for the first time about a worldwide crisis that broke their hearts: the rarely reported atrocities of human trafficking. At the time so
little was known about this growing global epidemic of slavery.
They were inspired to action by their love for God and His love for people, especially children who cannot fight for themselves. They’ve also
had a great passion to share Jesus with those who have never heard about Him. God gave them courage to start something they were not
qualified to pursue.
In December 2002, they resigned from their careers and sold their custom-built home and most everything they owned to establish ZOE
International, which is headquartered in Santa Clarita, California.
In January 2003, immediately God began bringing extraordinary people to join the ZOE family as staff, missionaries, volunteers, and financial
partners. ZOE also began operating their first Children’s Home, caring for orphans and at-risk children in Thailand.
We began developing comprehensive human trafficking prevention awareness campaigns and curriculum and began rescuing children ages
0-17 years old in cooperation with government and law enforcement. The children who are rescued and come to ZOE continue to heal and
grow in the safe loving care of our ZOE families.
In 2006 ZOE started their Ministry, Vocational, Language, and Business Training School. These training essentials are designed to teach
young Thai nationals to be future Christian leaders who will have positive impact on their nation and to make a quality difference in their

generation. This leadership training accepts young people 18 years and older and has been a source of life giving service to so many
communities.
In 2007, ZOE International Foundation, Thailand was founded. This was necessary to purchase land and build permanent facilities. In 2008
ZOE purchased property and broke ground on their permanent location. This growing campus is a safe place for children to flourish. The
entire campus lends itself to constant and thorough preparation, education, and life training. Throughout the many years ZOE has served in
Thailand the Thai government continues to endorse the excellent work ZOE accomplishes, as we serve on several government anti-trafficking
task forces and multi-disciplinary teams, both local and federal.
With a determination to end the child trafficking crisis we continue to develop robust “Prevention” programs, innovative and progressive
“Rescue” collaboration with local and federal law enforcement, and never stop learning how to better provide outstanding short-term and
long-term “Restoration” services for child victims of human trafficking as well as orphans who are in danger. ZOE also provides assistance in
several ways to help in the “Prosecution” of perpetrators.
In 2011, after well over a decade serving mainly overseas, ZOE began working in the USA on Los Angeles task forces and serving our
community with victim services for children identified as US domestic trafficking victims. In 2016, ZOE purchased 50 acres of land where we
will open a specialized home with a short-term therapeutic program and restoration center to specifically help begin the healing and hope to
US domestic victims of child trafficking as well as specialized training for victims’ families and foster families to provide continuation of care
starting in Los Angeles, California.
ZOE International is currently working in Japan, Thailand, Australia, Mexico, and the USA.

1 Girls’ Home & 1 Boys’ Home
47 children total

2002

ZOE becomes a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit in the USA

and rescuing children
2003 JANUARY

ZOE begins reaching people

ZOE Children’s Homes in
Thailand is launched
ZOE’s 4th year as an active member of Thailand’s
Multi-Disciplinary Task Force - Many children
rescued and reunited with families

First USA employee hired

2004

Meeting with US Ambassador to Thailand
and with the head of Thailand’s committee
to combat human traﬀicking
Meeting with US Ambassador to Thailand
to discuss ways ZOE can assist

First short-term missionary
team goes to ZOE -Thailand

ZOE’s first visit to Washington, D.C. to
meet with the US Department of State Oﬀice
to Monitor and Combat Traﬀicking in Persons

Begins with 6 Thai staﬀ
and 5 volunteers

ZOE Banquet guest talent: Steven Curtis Chapman,
Jonathan Butler, Jonny Lang

10 acres of land purchased for the future ZOE Child
Rescue Center thanks to a Australian donor

2013

Over 800 in attendance

US State Department Traﬀicking
in Persons liaison for Thailand visits ZOE

Move into 17,000 sq ft home in
Saraphi, a suburb of Chiang Mai

JANUARY

ZOE English language
program begins

2005

ZOE ministry and outreaches
to refugee camps

Tsunami hits Thailand

DECEMBER
2006

ZOE passes out over 100,000
Gospel tracts annually

US Ambassador to Thailand
and Consul General visit ZOE

ZOE is invited to sit on the Traﬀicking
in Persons Forum at the US Consulate

ZOE buys another 2 1/2 acres of land for
agriculture and vocational training

Money donated to buy “BIG BLUE” truck
to transport 30 kids to & from school

2014

25 Thai government leaders including
directors from all 9 of Thailand’s regional
Child Protection Centers visit ZOE

Installed our Forensic Interview Room

ZOE Ministry School launches
with 14 students

Started our ZOE School for
Protected Children

ZOE begins building relationships with
US federal law enforcement agencies
ZOE International Foundation
established in Thailand

JULY

2007

ZOE begins outreaches
into Burma

ZOE adds Vocational
and Business training

$500,000 grant from U.S. State Department
Oﬀice to Monitor and Combat Traﬀicking
in Persons

1st water project in remote village
Opened our Transitional Home Program
for youth 18 years and older

2015

8th graduation of our
Leadership Training School

4th annual ZOE Rescue Walk
“Change One Story”

Life Outreach International
commits to fund our
first land purchase and building project

2008

ZOE rents & refurbishes 10,000 sq ft
warehouse for worship room, boys’
bedrooms, classrooms & storage

Pig farm grows up to 70+ pigs
as ZOE consumes two pigs per week

Building & Dedication of Boys’ Home

ZOE signs memorandum of understanding with the Thai
Department of Social Welfare for Chiang Mai Province
for the Prevention, Protection, and Solution to human traﬀicking

7th graduation of our Leadership Training School.
3rd Annual ZOE Rescue Walk – “Do One Thing”

First ZOE Children
graduate from high school

Michael & Carol meet USA State
Department’s Under Secretary

Members of the US President’s Interagency Task
Force to Monitor and Combat Human Traﬀicking visit ZOE
Chair of Thai National Subcommittee on
Combatting Human Traﬀicking in Children
and Women visits ZOE

Ministry outreaches to
tsunami victims in Phuket

ZOE builds pig farm to help US Consulate
reception in
sustain 450+ meals a day
Chiang Mai

First Annual ZOE Rescue
Walk in US - over 500
participants

20 acres of land purchased for building
phase 1

SEPTEMBER

Accreditation from the Department of
Social Development and Human
Security in Thailand

Expanded our Vocational
Training Center

New Water Well for Children’s Homes

2016

“More Than a Dream” Gala to launch
LA Children’s Home

Purchased 50 acres of land for
ZOE Children’s Home Los Angeles

First ZOE Ministry School
class graduates
Started building our Child Rescue Center

Construction begins on
40,000 sq ft
aftercare facility

APRIL

ZOE expands Human Traﬀicking
Awareness campaigns

2009

ZOE hires architect to design new
ZOE Children’s Homes buildings

ZOE begins partnership with Children’s
Hunger Fund and Mercy Network in Thailand

2010

New ZOE Children’s
Home completed

Staﬀ hired for
anti-traﬀicking
activities in USA

2012

Received award from Thai
Government for ZOE’s
Restoration Children’s Home

9th graduation of our Leadership Training School
5th annual ZOE Rescue Walk – “My Fight”

Start of ZOE Japan

Thai government certifies ZOE as
NGO for the prevention &
suppression of human traﬀicking

2011

ZOE having influence in USA, Thailand,
Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos & Australia
USA Vice
Consul
visits ZOE

2017

Completion of
Child Rescue Center

ZOE expands organic vegetable garden,
plants fruit trees, and a corn field; all
furthering self-sustainability

ZOE Foundation
Australia established

Fish Farm completed
and in production

ZOE obtained legal status an a
nonprofit organization in Mexico

2018

Since the beginning...

First ZOE children
graduate from
university

JANUARY

God has allowed us to pray with thousands of people
to receive Christ! We have also prevented, rescued, and
protected hundreds of orphans and children from the
atrocities of child traﬀicking.
To God be all the glory!

THE FUTURE
Reaching more people.
Rescuing more children.

2017 HIGHLIGHTS
Why we do what we do.

“I used to think that some children can’t change due to the severe trauma
they have experienced. But now I believe that even a child with the most
difficult case can change through love, patience, teaching skills, and having
healthy relationships. Why do I believe this? Because I have seen these
changes happen for children at ZOE.”

“

THAILAND
Child Rescue
“Children being kidnapped for organ trafficking,
for sex slavery, and girls being sold off by their
husbands - a few tips we received from
a recent outreach to a remote
village on the Thai-Burmese border.”
« Child Rescue Team »

“

Prevention
•

•
•

Successful completion of our largest ZOE Prevention outreach ever.
Almost 800 students near the Thai-Myanmar border were educated on
how traffickers lie and manipulate children and families.
Continuing to partner with schools and churches in the city to reach
inner city youth.
Organized a youth camp for more than 300 youth for the Karen hill-tribe
churches. During this camp we got a tip on a girl who needed rescuing.
Our team was able to investigate this and bring her out of danger.

Child Advocacy
•

Joined the “Beggar Patrol” which is a Multidisciplinary Task Force Team
consisting of different governmental organizations, NGOs, and local
police focused on preventing child trafficking in Chiang Mai.

Investigation Team
ZOE Child Rescue Team 2017

•

•

•

One of the top generals visiting ZOE

Joined over 30 Thai and U.S. Federal Agencies in a 4-day training
called, “Merging Technology and Child Trafficking Investigations.” We
were taught the latest cyber tactics to combat online child exploitation
and child trafficking, through lectures, group discussion, and hands-on
exercises.
In May, we conducted our pioneer ZOE Security Force (ZSF) Academy.
Our guards completed an intensive five-week training, complete
with classroom teaching and practical application. These guards will
now serve as the first line of defense to protect the ZOE family - a
vital component enabling us to carry out our mission to reach every
person and rescue every child. The ZSF Academy was made possible
through the partnership of U.S. based SWAT (Spiritual Wars Against
Trafficking) Ministries International, the generous donations of ZOE’s
faithful supporters, and the United States Department of State Office to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons.
ZOE in partnership with TICAC (Thailand Internet Crimes Against
Children) hosted a team of law enforcement professionals from Rocky
Peak Church in the U.S. as they conducted Tactical training for Royal
Thai Police officers.

Child Rescue

Prevention outreach team putting on
skits to show what human trafficking
may look like.

Our child rescue team

4,207

207

Children reached

OUTREACH

32

Outreaches

PREVENTION

5,394.5

Hours in
prevention work

Our prevention outreach team at a river crossing with boatmen

INVESTIGATION

3,000

Hours in
investigation work

Children rescued

17

of those children
came to ZOE

RESCUE
5,394.
5
Hours in
prevention work

42

Police cases
ZOE assisted on

Child Rescue

THAILAND
Children’s Homes

“God places the lonely in families;
he sets the prisoners free and gives them joy.”
« Psalm 68:6a »

“

New Dining/MultiPurpose Building
•

We built a place for our kids to exercise and burn off energy. It will also be used for
vocational training in cooking and baking and for group recreational activities.

Lives Impacted
One night during a regular prayer meeting at ZOE, one of the girls was praying
fervently while a stream of tears flowed down her cheek. Later, she said that
she had a personal experience with God’s goodness. She was touched by God’s
goodness in her life. A moment worth being cherished, knowing that a child
who was about to be sold, now has a deep appreciation of God in her own life!

VIP Visitors
•

On October 27, 2017, ZOE hosted a group of important government officials
which included Permanent Secretary of Anti-Trafficking in Persons Division, the
Acting Chief of Chiang Mai Department of Social Development and Human
Security and the Chief of Chiang Mai Shelter for Children and Family and
their teams. A new regulation has given the opportunity for private sector
organizations to become official protection centers for victims of human
trafficking. The government stated that ZOE has the highest standards and is
qualified to become an official protection center.

•

We partnered with the U.S. Department of State’s Office to Monitor and Combat
Human Trafficking and organized a conference in Chiang Mai on “Understanding
and Helping Children Who Have Experienced Trauma and Human Trafficking.”
We filled all 120 seats we had available. We had participants from governmental
departments, non-governmental organizations, and children’s homes
administrators and staff.

Children’s Homes

THAILAND
Education

“I thank God for strengthening me and giving me wisdom in teaching the
children at ZOE Learning Center...It has been so challenging for me to
teach these children who have trauma because we did not know what kind
of emotional state they would be in or how they felt each day. So, we have
learned to be ready for any situation to work with them.”
« ZOE Teacher »

“

Most of our children at ZOE are able to attend public or private schools off campus,
but we have a number of children who need to stay on the ZOE campus because of
security reasons or because they aren’t ready to integrate into a classroom setting of
peers. While those children who attend school off-campus receive a standard core
education, those who attend school at ZOE also have a comprehensive curriculum.
For these children, ZOE provides on-campus teachers. We currently have five full-time
teachers at our ZOE campus. These teachers are university graduates with degrees in
education who teach our children everything from the Thai language, math, science,
and physical fitness. ZOE’s Education Department instructs our children in all the core
subjects as well as additional subject areas. We also have a “life skills” component in
order to ensure that these children understand where and how to apply the knowledge
they are learning.

Our Science teacher

6th Grade Student
Thank God for His love and blessings in my life. I would like to thank God for living
at ZOE. ZOE is like my home. This place is full of love, warmth and is full of help
from God. I am happy to have parents, a pastor, missionaries, and friends at ZOE;
everyone around me loves me and understands me. It makes me have a better life.
And I believe God has a good plan and a good future for me. I would like to thank God
for having a good school to study at. It makes me have a bright life like everyone else.
completed

28 9 week
TRAINING
MODULES
completed

6

45 week
TRAINING MODULES

Education Awards at ZOE with one of our teachers

12th Grade Student
Thank God for bringing me to live at ZOE. I learn many things at this
place. This place is safe for me and full of loving people. This place gives
new life for me. I remember before I came to ZOE, I never studied, could
not work by myself, and didn’t know my abilities and could not find
my abilities. I lived every day without meaning and without goals. But
now I would like to thank God for when I came to live at ZOE. I found
that I have the ability to play music, I get to study, I practice vocational
skills and practice English. I have opportunity to learn many things
and develop myself better. I would like thank the parents, missionaries,
teachers for teaching me and loving me. May God bless you.

Education

THAILAND
Ministry School & Outreach
“A year of being at ZOE Ministry School has changed my life forever! I am
thankful to God that He has done great changes in my life...I used to like
criticizing others and judging others for their actions, but now God has
changed me completely.”
« 2nd year ZMS student, Chai-Noi »

“

ZOE Ministry School’s main goal is that every student would love to worship God
and their hearts be well prepared for God’s word. The students have a rigorous
schedule where they wake up early every morning and spend time in the Bible, in
prayer, and in worship. They attend classes every Mon-Fri. At the end of each day, all
students have stewardship duties that include working around the Children’s Home
and working with the youth and children’s ministry departments.

468

Instructional
hours

9,520

Hours of prayers &
reading God’s Word

Ministering to a Broken-Hearted Family
In August, our students had an opportunity to
minister to a couple who had lost their first baby.
Our students went to their house every day for two
weeks to worship God with them, to pray with and
for them, and to give them encouragement. In that
time of sorrow, we saw how the students ministered
to the family with such indescribable love and how
they were always willing to be used by God.

10 years

ZOE Ministry School students sharing the Gospel

Teaching ZMS class

14

2017 Graduates

OF GRADUATES
FROM ZOE MINISTRY SCHOOL

Current ZOE Ministry School students

2017 ZOE Ministry School graduates

Leading worship at an outreach

“I felt so frustrated because when I first came
here I had a hot temper. I was easily upset, and
was an irritable person. After a month of being
here, I noticed that God had changed me into
a new person. He strengthened me every day.
I have learned more on how to be disciplined,
thoughtful, and loving toward people. I am so
thankful to God for calling me to ZOE. He has
changed my life and has given me a better life
that I can’t even imagine.”
~Current 1st Year ZMS Student Tak~

Ministry School & Outreach

Village Outreaches
Outreaches to the village are a big part of our ministry
school experience. Generally, we preach the Gospel, do
home visitations, and put on a program to share the love
of God in a creative way. We do multiple outreaches each
month. Some of what we did this year:
•

A four-hour drive to a village that was previously
opposed to the gospel where 60 kids gave their lives
to Jesus!
• We went to a school two hours away from ZOE, where
we did fun activities with the 59 kids there. 10 of those
kids gave their lives to Jesus! Over a period of 3 months
in the summer 448 people gave their lives to Jesus!

•

Many people in this village were addicted to drugs
and at risk of human trafficking. The children were
especially vulnerable because many of the parents
neglected their children. We heard that some of
them were left alone without anyone to care for them
because their parents were in jail. Sadly, our team
members saw a boy (around 1-2 years old) who was
running on the road crying because he was looking
for his parents. Shockingly it seemed that the villagers
didn’t even care for the boy. We also found out that
many of the young girls here had to drop out of school
because their parents can’t pay for their school bills.
Therefore, many of those young girls got pregnant
with the men or the boys in the village and no man
or boy shared responsibility. By the time we left there
were 25 children who gave their lives to Jesus!

16

Village
Outreaches

638

decisions for Christ

8

City
Outreaches

approx.

1,000

people who heard the gospel

City Outreaches
Compared to the village outreaches, city outreaches are very challenging. Most
of the people in the city have a great life with everything they need, so they
don’t think of their need for God as much as those who have less. Most of the
people live a life of competing with one another, therefore, they don’t have
much time to pay attention to what we have to say. Most of the time they reject
us and sometimes the people ask why do they need to believe in God and will
they get more money if they believe in Him or can we give them money instead
of tracts? Some that we did this year:
•

On this particular outreach to Chiang Mai we had 36 students and four staff.
For many of these students this was the first time for some of the students to
do outreach in the hospital. Generally, we go to the market place and hand
out tracts.Yet we don’t have much chance to preach the Gospel because
the people there are in a hurry. This was a special time for the students to
not only hand out tracts, but also to preach the Gospel because the people
were just sitting, waiting for their love ones to be healed. We were able to
encourage people, tell them about Jesus, and pray for them. At the end, two
people gave their lives to Jesus!

Events // Annual Sports Competition . Second Year Student’s Retreat & Farewell Party . Men’s & Women’s Fellowship
Ministry School & Outreach

THAILAND
Language School
“We have the privilege and opportunity to teach English to
several of ZOE’s newly-rescued teens who have yet to transition or, for
various reasons, cannot transition into traditional Thai schools.”
« ZOE Learning Center Staff »

“

The ZOE Language School (ZLS) continues to encourage its students to
be diligent in their English. We stress the benefits of being proficient
in English, the official language of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN). ASEAN is a 10-nation alliance that promotes
economic, political, and security cooperation among its members:
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. As our ZOE family improves their
English competency, they will realize more opportunities, not only here,
but in all of these participating countries.

English Learning
English learning at the ZOE Language School continues to be a popular
activity at our children’s home. There are currently 36 ZOE Ministry
School students, 10 ZOE staff, seven ZOE Vocational School students,
and 15 motivated staff and students who are participating in one-on-one
tutoring.

Language School

THAILAND
Business School
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the
Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”
« Colossians 3:23-24 »

“

One of the highlights of this year was an excursion to
the local Starbucks Coffee Shop in downtown Chiang
Mai. At the completion of reading The Starbucks
Experience, students were given a trip to Starbucks,
which for most of them, is their first visit. This book is a
great business model for our business school students
to study customer service, creativity, leadership,
employee motivation tips, successful business
strategies, as well as community involvement.
Each student received a $5 gift card provided by
generous ZOE donors and were encouraged to sample
different menu items. The class was also treated to
a coffee demonstration and got an opportunity to
ask questions about the operations. This was a great
experience for most of our ministry students and one
they will not soon forget.

Books Read by Business School Students in 2017
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership //
John C. Maxwell
Bait of Sata // John Bevere
Fish Tales // Harry Paul, John
Christensen, and Stephen C. Lundin
Flawless Execution // James D. Murphy
The Starbucks Experience // Joseph
Michelli
How to Win Friends and Influence
People // Dale Carnegie
Rich Dad Poor Dad // Robert Kiyosaki
The One-Minute Manager // Ken
Blanchard and Spencer Johnson
The One-Minute Mother // Spencer
Johnson
The One-Minute Father // Spencer
Johnson
The One-Minute Apology // Kenneth
Blanchard and Margret McBride
The Leader in You // Dale Carnegie

•
•
•
•
•
•

Focal Point // Brian Tracy
How to Win Friends and Influence
People // Dale Carnegie
17 Qualities of a Team Player // John
Maxwell
25 Ways To Win With People // John
Maxwell
Change Your Thinking Change Your
Life // Brian Tracy
Goals! // Brian Tracy

Business School

THAILAND
Vocational School

“It is important to learn about different jobs and do new things. From
last year until now, I have felt proud of the work I did. It has been a great
experience. God gave everything to me: teachers, tools, and opportunities.”
« 2nd Year Vocational School student »

“

The year 2017 brought about growth in the areas of depth and capacity: utilizing our resources and partnerships we were able to provide
individualized and specialized learning paths for each of our students. The highlight of our Hospitality program was the participation of
three of our students in a 10-week (eight hours a day, two days a week) off-campus training at a prestigious hotel and resort. With guidance
from the Managing Director and staff mentors they spent time in each of three departments, i.e., accounting/finance, housekeeping, and
food & beverage, and completed the tasks with great dignity and poise. Another student received direct training in website design and Adobe
Photoshop while other students were given projects and challenges to build metal equipment and furniture that they designed themselves
(and we can’t forget about barista training, too!). All the while, our instructors are continually receiving training themselves both in-house
and by taking part in professional development opportunities. An additional area of focus this year was conducting ourselves with excellence,
whether in the context of precise and accurate measuring, creative planning and organization, overcoming obstacles, or in interpersonal
skills and dynamics. We want students to be proud of what they accomplish, but more importantly, who they are.

Construction

Office & Administration

Anatomy of a designwork project: From
concept to final
product, this student
received strategic
guidance while also
having the freedom and
flexibility to be creative
and overcome obstacles
himself. He was very proud of his craftsmanship!

A student works 1-on-1 with
an instructor to design a
T-shirt that will then be used
for our youth summer camp
a few months later.

2,379

Total
Training
Hours

Hospitality
A student participates in barista training which includes everything from
roasting beans to latte art in our very own ZOE Coffee House!

Vocational School

THAILAND
Self Sustainability
“And Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold.
The Lord blessed him.”
« Genesis 26:12 »

“

Fish Farm!
Scaling Up ZOE’s Food Production

Our objective is to increase ZOE’s selfsustainability. Our primary focus is food
production, however we also produce
resources in support of food production
such as compost and natural pesticides.
In addition, the Department is in charge
of landscaping on the ZOE campus as well
as land maintenance. This year, we have
started to focus more on high margin crops.
This means we grow crops that are typically
more expensive to buy. Chili pepper is
one of those crops. The plus side of this is
that we can also dry chili and store it for a
year. This way we can even out usage even
though production varies throughout the
year. On average, we eat about 6 pounds of
fresh chili a week at ZOE.

We broke ground on and completed our very own fish farm! We partnered with
Fly Fishing Collaborative, an organization who is helping us to build a combination
aquaponic/fish farm. This group has developed fish farms all over the world, including
places in Africa where water is at a premium. The beauty of this system is that the
vegetables that we grow are actually the food for the fish. We are so thankful that we had
the ability to work with
the best people and that
we now have fresh fish for
our entire ZOE family!
The project took about
2½ months to complete.
This fish farm runs on less
power than a traditional
fish farm because
everything was designed
to utilize gravity in order
to move the water as much as possible. We stocked the fish tanks with approximately
4,000 fish and had our first harvest this summer. The goal is to create staggered harvesting
patterns and that we would get approximately 2,500-4,000 kilos of fish per year. The
aquaponic side of the farm should produce upwards of 3,200 vegetable plants per year.

Self Sustainability

THAILAND
Counseling
A child who was sexually abused was still feeling attachment toward the abuser. In counseling, ZOE’s psychologist taught the
child about how an abuser grooms their victim to be abused. They read a news story of abuse together and identified the stages of
grooming in the news story. The child then considered the child’s personal story of abuse and how the child was groomed by the
abuser. The child shared with the psychologist honest feelings toward the abuser, sharing about feelings of confusion, affection,
and anger. Through art and play activities, the child told stories and talked about feelings that the child has never been able to
share before. ZOE’s counselors try to create a safe, trusting, and comfortable setting for the children so they can recognize and
share their true feelings and thoughts. In honestly being able to acknowledge these conflicting feelings, the child can work through
the root of their struggles as they are guided by their counselor so they can find lasting healing. The child has been able to process
the trauma that has been experienced and how it has affected the child, which lays the foundation for a healthy view of self and
healthy relationships with others.

“

Two of our
counseling rooms
where we work
with the kids who
come to ZOE

THAILAND
Mercy Network

“Our community used to ignore our church. Now they see us in a positive
way and appreciate that we help the needy in our community.”
« Pastor Aekkapan Intisuk of Pendin Kong Pra Jao Church»

“

Mercy Network is a regional network of like-minded churches committed to gospel-centered
mercy ministry. ZOE partners with local churches and Children’s Hunger Fund who have a
passion to reach the lost with the gospel of Christ. ZOE provides food boxes to the local churches
for them to use as a means of building relationships within their respective communities.

4,078

boxes delivered
to people in need

Pastor Paddii is new to the Mercy Network. He has only been using the boxes for about six months. Their church is located just outside of
the slums in Chiang Mai. For many years now their main ministry has been an after school soccer program and tutoring program for children
who are living in the slums. They have many unchurched children who come to their programs each week and some come every day. Even
with these great programs for the children they have never been able to reach out to the parents of the children. Now that they have the
Mercy Boxes they are able to have a gift to bring to visit the parents of the children to whom they are already ministering. Pastor Paddii is
believing for great fruit from this ministry.

“The boxes have helped us to obey Jesus’ command to care for widows, love orphans, and bless the poor
and through this people are seeing Jesus.”
Pastor Nung (Kalasin)

Mercy Network

THAILAND
Children’s Ministry
“I liked doing the dance at the outreach. When we finished everyone was
smiling and clapping. I think it made the old people happy. I helped paint
their nails at the outreach and helped them read books.”
« A, 7-Year-Old Girl »

“

We believe in teaching our children to love God and love
others. That is why we teach them to give back. We often do so
by planning and bringing them on outreaches to others who are
in need.

Kids’ Back to School Outreach
Our children planned and orchestrated an entire outreach to 64
students at Bangkok School. They emceed, performed dances,
created dramas, and sang special songs. After the program, they
broke out into small groups and shared their testimonies with the
children from the school. Our team was so proud of them – they
did a great job!
“At the outreach I was shy at first but then I saw my
friends reading to the old people and I joined them.
I had a good time and I want to go back.”
~T--, 12-year-old boy~

Youth Juvenile Hall Outreach
Our youth ministered to 48 teen boys in a youth prison. They planned
games, dramas, dances, special songs, and crafts as well as emceeing
the program. It was such a privilege to see them minister to others and
push themselves to do things that perhaps is not the easiest for them.
They shared their testimonies and shined Jesus love to these boys.

Valentine’s Day Outreach
On February 11th the ZOE children visited a Senior Citizen Care Facility.
There were 150 residents in attendance. The kids prepared a few special
songs and lots of activities to do with the seniors. It was a day of sharing
God’s love with others.

Children’s Ministry

AUSTRALIA
ZOE Foundation Australia
Thanks to the generosity of Australians, the tireless commitment of the
ZOE Foundation Australia (ZFA) Board and staff, 2017 was ZFA’s biggest
year. ZFA continued to equip and mobilize more students, teachers, school
communities, churches, and organizations to support anti-trafficking
initiatives, by sharing about ZOE with 3800+ people.
« David Cross, ZOE Missionary »

“

ZFA’s biggest year resulted in increased funding for programs. The programs funded from
Australian donors contributed to many aspects of ZOE Thailand operations including Child
Trafficking Prevention Programs, Child Rescue Operations, Restoration Services, Vocational
Training, the Transitional Program, and the Ministry School.
…We even received funding to put new tires on the vehicles that take children to school.
ZFA would like to thank the Entrust Foundation for supporting the ZOE Human Trafficking
Prevention Program in Thailand and Payton Foundation for their support of the ZOE Vocational
and Learning Center programs.

ZFA Board Member Andrea Stickland visited ZOE
Thailand with husband Ben and children Oscar
and Kate.

The ZFA Child Trafficking
Curriculum uptake continued
to expand with 150 additional
copies distributed to
educators at the Geography
Association Annual
Conference in Victoria.

ZFA was selected to
be the nominated
charity of the
annual Entrust
Women’s
Conference.

Australia

Narara Valley Baptist Team at a sports day with the ZOE
Ministry School.

David Payton visiting the ZOE Vocational
Training Program

ZFA would like to thank the Entrust Foundation for
supporting the ZOE Human Trafficking Prevention
Program in Thailand and Payton Foundation for their
support of the ZOE Vocational and Learning Center
programs.

The ZOE kitchen got a fresh coat of paint from the
Maranatha Mission Awareness Team.
ZFA Office Manager visiting ZOE Thailand with
her husband Mark and long time supporters Tom
and Michelle.

Australia

USA
ZOE Home for Youth in Los Angeles
2018 is going to be an amazing year for ZOE’s ministry in Los Angeles. We
plan to begin building our home and continue preparing a very special
program so young survivors of human trafficking can receive Love, Truth,
and Hope!

“

Growing Our U.S. Team
2017 was a tremendous year for ZOE’s operations in the U.S. The
capacity of our team increased greatly with addition of three highly
qualified professionals:

Dr. Jason Plunkett is our new USA Regional Director. Dr. Plunkett holds a PhD in Organizational
Psychology and worked for many years in a group
home, providing care and therapeutic services
for youth. He is a gifted leader with a wealth of
knowledge in group home operations, team
management, and therapeutic care.
Ester Yu is an experienced social worker who returned to the U.S. after serving for five years as a
ZOE missionary in Thailand. Ester provided counseling services for many of the children and youth
living at ZOE Children’s Home - Thailand where she
also led our treatment team. Upon returning to the
United States, Ester began serving as a ZOE stateside missionary and
is now serving as our USA Assistant Director.

Dr. Rhonda Petrini is ZOE’s new Manager of
Educational Programs. Drawing from many years
of experience as a professional trainer and her
doctorate in education, Dr. Petrini will play a vital
role in developing the educational programming for
the home we are preparing to open in LA County.
We are also very grateful for the valuable assistance she is providing
in the areas of accreditation in grant writing.

USA - Los Angeles

Receiving County Approval for ZOE’s Restoration Home
in Los Angeles
In September, our team shared with directors and supervisors from
the Department Children and Family Services (DCFS) about our
vision for the 50-acre property we purchased in 2015. We discussed
the buildings we hope to construct along with the programs and
services we will provide for the young survivors of human trafficking
entrusted to our care. Our presentation was very well received. DCFS
leaders expressed that there is a critical and urgent need for our
home.

Supporting Young Survivors
ZOE’s U.S. team continued to collaborate with government, law
enforcement, and other nongovernmental organizations by serving
on the Santa Clarita Ad Hoc Committee on Human Trafficking,
the Los Angeles Regional Human Trafficking Task Force, and a
Congressional Human Trafficking Advisory Committee.
We also served on two new anti-trafficking workgroups. One group
focused on developing a human trafficking prevention curriculum
for boys and the other focused on developing a specialized web
portal for our county’s 211 service directory.
We were honored to help equip a range of stakeholders in the
following ways.
•

We provided training to nearly 100 social workers from the
Department of Children and Family Services.
• We participated on a panel at the College of the Canyons
Human Trafficking conference called “It Is Still Happening Right
Here!”
• We provided backpacks, school supplies, Christmas gifts, and
conference gifts for Commercially Sexually Exploited Children
here in LA County.

Also in September, we had the privilege observing a full session
of DREAM Court in Monterey Park. DREAM Court is a dedicated
courtroom that serves victims of sex trafficking from the child welfare
system. Before the session began, we had the opportunity to talk
with the judge about ZOE and our plans to open a specialized home
for young survivors of trafficking. The judge told us that, if the home
were open, she would place youth there today.
We are so very excited that ZOE recently received an important
county approval to build our home for six youth along with a
Sports Therapy Building. We are working diligently with a team of
construction professionals as we prepare to build these two buildings
as quickly as possible. We have received full funding for the home
and are in the process of seeking funds for the Sports Therapy
Building.
We hope to break ground on both buildings this May of 2018.

USA - Los Angeles

USA
My Generation My Fight

“I was surprised at how many of my fellow students never knew what human
trafficking really is, they had an idea, but most of them didn’t fully know.
So many I talked with today said that they thought it was only happening
in Asia and Africa, in poor nations. I’m so glad we did this art show, because
now more people know that it is happening in our own neighborhoods”
« Student leader - Art show exhibit to spread awareness about human trafficking »

“

Young People Taking the Lead
2017 was a great year for our My Generation My Fight outreach program.
Together with our passionate student leaders, we were able to bring awareness of Human
Trafficking to over 2,500 people in California.
Our student leaders hosted several events from art exhibits, symposiums, panels, and other
awareness events. One of the student leaders said:

“Being a part of My Gen My Fight Student Clubs
was one of the most life changing experiences
I’ve ever had, my eyes were opened to the reality
of human trafficking.”

We helped advise 7 student-led clubs, at high schools and colleges. We’ve seen firsthand the
impact peer to peer human trafficking awareness has. We’re so thrilled to see young people
take a lead in this cause and look forward to seeing our program grow and flourish.

JAPAN
Prevention Through Education
Japanese people do not know the situation of human trafficking, and
therefore are not interested in those who are at risk of human trafficking. My
first mission in Japan is to raise awareness of the human trafficking issues
among Japanese people and show them how God works for those vulnerable
children.
« Hiromi Hataji, ZOE Missionary in Japan »

“

Japan Moving Forward
Our ultimate goal in Japan is to
end human trafficking by reaching
out to the heart of children in
vulnerable situations and to equip
the people of Japan to fight
against the atrocity of human
trafficking. We are working on
preventing trafficking by bringing
awareness of the issue through
media and educating churches,
schools, and communities to
reach out to this vulnerable
population.
ZOE Japan made its start in
spring 2017. In order to move
ZOE Japan’s activities effectively in the future, we first had to gain our legal entity as a nonprofit General
Incorporated Association. Then to fulfill our initial goal to prevent human trafficking by bringing
awareness through media, we launched our official website, Instagram page, Facebook page,
and YouTube Channel.

Japanese Human Trafficking
Awareness Poster

From October to December 2017, we had many opportunities to do presentations and educate
people about human trafficking and to introduce ZOE at different churches and meetings. We
also held 4 screening events of the documentary movie “Nefarious” which depicts the reality
of sex trafficking in Europe, Southeast Asia, and the United States. We had discussions with
30-40 people ranging from youth to seniors after the screening. Some were very shocked and
expressed their desire to do something about trafficking. We shared God’s messages of what
He is calling churches and Christians to do about modern slavery.
In general, the people of Japan have a hard time seeing human trafficking as a real issue.
Because of that we are giving people opportunities to become more familiar with this issue
and to provide specific ways for them to get involved. Last Christmas, we held an event with
local children in Japan to create handmade Christmas cards to send to the children’s home in
Thailand. They learned that everyone can do something to make an impact even if it is small.
We will also be taking a short term missions team to ZOE Thailand in the coming months for
them to serve and learn more about the issue.

Japan

MEXICO
My Generation My Fight

“I do what I do when it comes to the rescuing of children from human
trafficking because there’s something so special about a child’s innocence.
When you see people out to destroy not only their innocence, but to take
their dreams that God puts into each and every child, it breaks my heart.”
« Pastor Mauricio Ruiz »

“

Starting a Movement of Change
In September 2017, an earthquake hit Central Mexico causing devastation and destruction
to over 2,000 homes. We were there two days after the quake hit. The damage placed
many families on the streets and gave traffickers a better chance and more opportunity to
kidnap children and force them into trafficking.
Towards the end of 2017, ZOE obtained legal status in Mexico as a nonprofit organization.
We have spent countless hours researching and educating ourselves on the human
trafficking laws and issues in
Mexico, specifically in Oaxaca where
trafficking is a huge problem.
ZOE Mexico is on it’s way to go
from vision to a reality, from start
to finish. Our longing is to see
wholeness and healing for children
who have been trafficked. We are
motivated by God’s love to give
a voice to those victims who have
no voice, to start a movement
of change in Mexico, bringing a
message that we call “una voz para
‘
mi”
(a voice for me). Our plan is to bring awareness of the
trafficking problem and prevention training to churches,
schools, and communities.
Though Mexico has a comprehensive anti-trafficking
law, there is still a large trafficking problem throughout
the country, with the victims being mostly women and
children. Our plan is to spread awareness of this problem,
especially as it concerns children. Most people in Mexico
are unaware that child slavery is happening all around
them. ZOE is looking to break that silence and motivate
people to take on the cause of rescuing children from
human trafficking.

Mexico

ZOE International and ZOE Foundation Australia Limited
CONSOLIDATED AND COMBINED STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES
Years ended December 31st

$

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS

our FINANCES

Unrestricted support and revenue
Contributions
Merchandise sales
Other
Total unrestricted support and revenue
before release of restricted net assets
Net assets released from restrictions
Restrictions satisfied by payments
Total unrestricted support and revenue
Expenses
Program services
Supporting services
Fundraising
Management and general

80%

Total expenses
Increase in unrestricted net assets
TEMPORARILY RESTRICTED NET ASSETS
Contributions
Grants

17%

Net assets released from restrictions
Restrictions satisfied by payments

Fundraising

Management/General

Programs

Summary of financial results for years ended December 31, 2017 and 2016 are as follows:
Total expenses were $3,014,330 and $2,516,884 respectively for 2017 and 2016. The pie chart
shows the breakdown between program, fundraising and management, and general expenses as a
percentage of total expenses for 2017.
Net assets at the end of the year were $8,272,472 and $6,348,997 respectively for 2017 and 2016.

For our full financial report go to:
goZOE.org/about/financials

2017

2016

$845,495
6,287
1,185

$742,085
4,134
1,102

852,967

747,321

2,979,643

3,611,253

3,832,610

4,358,574

2,414,767

2,027,912

93,296
506,267

101,450
387,522

3,014,330
818,280

2,516,884
1,841,690

3,311,550
276,409

4,099,409
137,235

(2,979,643)

(3,611,253)

Increase (decrease) in temporarily
restricted net assets
Increase in net assets

608,316
1,426,596

625,391
2,467,081

Net assets, beginning of year

6,348,997

3,845,372

Foreign currency translation
adjustments
Net assets, end of year

496,879

36,544

$8,272,472

$6,348,997

Financials
• Recognized by U.S. IRS as a 501(c)(3) charitable
organization
• Financial statements available for financial
transparency
• Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability
(ECFA) accreditation since 2005
• GuideStar top-rated Gold Star Participant status
• Lean business practices with balanced budgets

our BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Helping us
Reach every person. Rescue every child.
Michael Hart (CEO/Founder of ZOE)
Carol Hart (President/Founder of ZOE)
Les Ginoza (Vice President/ZOE Missionary)
Stan Date (Retired IBM Executive)
Mauricio Ruiz (Senior Pastor of Elevate Church)
Todd Powers (Founder of Empower International)
Keith Hershey (CEO/Founder of Mutual Faith Ministries)

